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fear 5 often it seemed that the military Orders wanted the
army from the West only to help them in their negotiations
with the Moslems, and they showed themselves aggrieved
when the pilgrims insisted on an offensive, whether or not
that course fitted in with the policy of the Temple or the
Hospital. It sometimes took several years to organise an
army in Europe, and by the time the Crusaders reached
Palestine circumstances might have changed considerably.
The pilgrims, however, could hardly be expected to agree
that, after having come so far, they should be denied the
chance to fight the Moslems.
The loss of the Holy Land has been ascribed partly to
the foundation of the Latin Empire in Constantinople5 and
the capture of the Byzantine capital by the Fourth Crusade
did undoubtedly weaken the cause of the Franks in Palestine.
The pilgrims from the West who sought adventure now had
the choice of giving their services to Byzantium or the Holy
Land, and fewer pilgrims chose to fight the Moslems than
before the conquest of Constantinople. But too much
importance has been given to this factor. Even had all the
pilgrims who went to Byzantium offered their services to
Palestine, the ultimate result of the contest would have been
the same. It is possible, however, that if the Byzantine
Emperors had been left in possession of their capital, an
alliance would have been made between the Byzantines in
Constantinople and the Christians in Jerusalem, though they
were always suspicious of each other. While such a combina-
tion might conceivably have proved too strong for Islam,
the later history of Byzantium does not suggest that the
Moslems would have found the Byzantines very formidable
foes even in alliance with the Franks.
Much of the responsibility for the disasters in Palestine
must rest with the Holy See. The Church starved the Holy
Land of men by proclaiming the holy war against the
Albigensians and Frederick II and inviting Christians to don